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Hitacu Tashii Multi-Use Trail Project Date: January 13, 2023 

  

Re: Feedback summary from 1st Community 

Engagement Session 

Project: 2772G 

From: Julia Barron 

Attention: Spencer Touchie, 

Melissa Boucha 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attachments:  

Attachment 1: Supplied materials during engagement, including images and maps 

Attachment 2: Feedback and notes during the engagement sessions 

Attachment 3: Survey results 

1 Overview 

The Team from Gwaii Engineering (Gwaii), including Julia Barron EIT, Mike Achtem P.Eng., PMP, 

and subconsultant Ame-Lia Tamburrini were invited to Hitacu on December 14, 2022, to 

conduct the first of two community engagement sessions for the Hitacu Tashii Multi-use Trail 

Project.  

 

The Team first conducted an information gathering session at the Elder’s Luncheon for around 

1.5 hours. The Team then stayed behind for a 3-hour “open house”-style drop-in session for 

community members to learn about the project. Overall, Elders, staff and other community 

members were extremely positive about the project and provided a lot of insightful feedback 

that will be used during the design phase.  

 

Thank you to Melissa Boucha and Spencer Touchie for organizing a successful event. 
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2 Feedback Summary 

Feedback from community members and Elders was received in multiple formats. A survey 

was distributed via newsletter to the community, and physical copies were distributed at the 

event. There were interactive whiteboards, maps, plans, photos and sticky notes that were 

used to collect information from participants. Conversations with participants provided a 

deeper understanding of key desires and the community context. The summary of feedback is 

described in the following subsections. 

 

2.1 Survey Feedback: 

 

1. Modes of transport: 
(4) Walking 

(6) Driving 

 

2. Travel through Hitacu without vehicle 
(1) As often as I can 

(3) None/rare 

(3) 1-2 times per day 

(1) 4-5 times per day 

(1) 3 times per week 

(1) 5 times per week 

 

3. Feeling unsafe on the road 
(1) Yes, when road conditions are bad 

(2) No 

(2) Yes, due to a lack of safe walking infrastructure 

 

4. Desire for a pathway 
(6) Yes, in favour of a pathway due to safety concerns 

(0) No 
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5. Important aspects of the pathway 
- (2) Width 

- Visibility such as bright / clear paint 

- Accessibility for Elders 

- New lighting 

- Views 

- Privacy for residents along the path 

- Benches  

- Lighting and signs 

- Beware of garbage + recycling bins 

 

6. Desire for wayfinding signs 
(2) Yes, beneficial for newcomers & non-community members 

(1) Yes, at Hitacu and Wya Roads 

(1) Yes, lights on the current street signs would be beneficial 

(1) No 

 

7. Signs in Nuu-chah-nulth as well as English 
(2) No 

(5) Yes 

 

8. Additional infrastructure along the pathway 
(9) Benches 

(4) Signs at cultural points 

(1) Warning signs for animals 

(7) Lights 

(1) Gazebo  

(1) Fencing 

(1) Median, culverts, ponds 

(1) Public garbage bins 

 

9. Additional Feedback 
- (2) Positive feedback for the project idea 

- Wheelchair access areas 
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- Garbage / recycling bins on the trail 

- Doggy poop stations or bag holders 

- Paved so not muddy 

- Share between biking and walking 

 

2.2 Information Gathering Sessions 

This section summarizes the information collected on whiteboards, printed plans, sticky notes 

and in conversations with participants. 

 

 

 

Trail Uses & Accessibility Considerations 
 Trail uses include skateboarding, biking, and walking   
 Paving is preferred to allow elders and people with movement disabilities 

to access the  trail.   

 Wheelchair access should be a focus  
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 Having benches along the pathway will allow people to sit and enjoy their community.  
People feel as though they can’t stop throughout the community because there isn’t any 
infrastructure to support it.   

 
Lighting Considerations 

 Lighting should be designed to avoid vandalism   
 Highly situated lights are not preferred due to aesthetic preference  
 Solar lighting with a wood design was preferred out of the lighting options presented  

Connectivity Considerations 

 The trail could meet up with existing bus stops to offer increased 

connectivity   

 Connecting the trail to the existing dock pathway would be 

beneficial   

 Kids who study at the Hupa-too building often walk home along the main 

road, which  makes the sidewalk extra necessary.   

 Joggers and mountain bikers may benefit from an extension of the 

pathway towards the trails in the northeast of Hitacu  

Safety Considerations 

 Possibly including bright road paint could increase safety   
 Maintenance will be important to keep it safe and functional   

 Ideally, the kids and dogs could be off the road in a separated 

pathway for safety 

 There are slippery sections of the road in the winter, especially at steep 

areas such as the hill on Hitacu Road.  

Design Considerations 

 Cedar chips or gravel could offer an alternative to pavement in certain 

areas (especially slippery sections for added traction in winter).   

 Using sustainable materials is preferred  
 Gravel could be placed to separate the sidewalk from the road 

(provides a safety barrier and traction in winter months if 

pavement is slippery)   

 Benches in the design of a canoe or whale could be fun and enhance 

cultural connection  

 Benches should be positioned to overlook the water   
 Having the pathway on the waterfront side is preferred so that users can 

have a nice view   

 Beach access, paths, and benches were desired in the southeast area of 

Hitacu (near the Asset Management building)   
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Signage 

 Signage in significant areas would be beneficial. Something that describes 

historical and cultural significance could be nice for community members 

to connect to their ancestry and learn from knowledge holders.   

 Kerry C. and Sam T. were highlighted as key knowledge holders that could 

help to create cultural signage. Jay Millar was also identified as someone 

to help with signage.  

 There was interest in having Nuu-chah-nulth language included in signage.   

 Key location for a sign was at the beach where “the creek goes down”, a 

historical site for canoe departures and landings.   

 There could also be a warning sign for sasquatches   
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ATTACHMENT 3: 
Survey Results 
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