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In this issue, we have highlights from the summer months, including 
Sports Day in hitacu̓ and the unveiling of new interpretive signs along the 
Wild Pacific Trail. 

Back to school season is quickly approaching, and Ucluelet Secondary 
School students and urban students are reminded to apply for the YG 
School Supplies Subsidy as soon as possible. The application can be found 
at www.ufn.ca: select ‘Forms’ and then select ‘Education Forms.’

September will also bring Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Day 2025, and the unveiling of a 
new house post that is being carved by Clifford George and Hjalmer Wens-
tob. Read on for more information about this project and opportunities to 
take part in the carving.

Finally, we are pleased to welcome Barney Dohm as Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Govern-
ment’s Interim Chief Administrative Officer!

Read on for more events, services, and information.
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Community members are welcome to join the carvers in hitacu̓

A white tent has gone up outside of the Mini-Bighouse in 
hitacu̓, where two carvers are working on a new project.

Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ artist Clifford George and Tla-o-qui-aht artist 
Hjalmer Wenstob are collaborating on the carving of a fe-
male house post that will soon join three other house posts 
standing in the Mini-Bighouse.

The house post will replace one that was repatriated from 
the Royal BC Museum in May of this year. While house posts 
were originally built to support the roof beams of a big 
house, this post is now in poor condition and will no longer 
be able to stand on its own.

“The wood is too rotten and eroded to stand,” explained 
Wenstob.

Wenstob and George were asked to lead the carving of a re-
placement house post. They will not be duplicating the old 
house post, explained George—instead, they will be making 
a brand new carving.

“Carvers never like to copy another piece of work, so this 
will be a new version of that post,” said Wenstob. “There 
was a community meeting to generate some ideas of how 
to make the post look more like the modern women of 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ.” 

The scale of the house post will be the same. The carving 
will feature hair coming down the side of the woman’s 
cheek, defining her neck and shoulders. Her hands will be 
holding a womb.

Work begins on new house post

George explained that he worked with Wenstob previously 
on a totem at Ucluelet Secondary School, so he was excited 
to partner with Wenstob again on this project.

“It’s been going well so far,” said George. “The log is nice 
and soft. It’s been sitting for a while, which makes it easier 
to carve.”

The carvers are using a piece of red cedar that was left over 
from the construction of the Cixʷatin Centre. It was origi-
nally meant to be a structural log, so Wenstob says a house 
post is a “fitting re-use” of the material.

The new house post will be officially unveiled during 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Day weekend (set for September 19-21, 2025). 
The old post, meanwhile, will be returned to its original vil-
lage site of kwisitis and put to rest.

Out of the four house posts repatriated from the Royal BC 
Museum, Wenstob says that this was the only female figure, 
and she was “not well looked after” in the past.

“That’s kind of telling of the times, and the attitude towards 
women at the time,” said Wenstob. “And that’s why we 
wanted to make sure we listen to all the wonderful women 
of this community while we were designing it.”

The tent will be open for any community members who 
want to watch the carvers or even try a hand at carving. No 
prior carving experience is necessary, said Wenstob.

“Being able to co-host the space with Cliff is an honour,” 
said Wenstob.

Written by: Elena Rardon

Tyson Touchie Jr and Jay Millar assist carver Hjalmer Wenstob with the 
new house post during a community drop-in session. Image credit: Elena 
Rardon

Children from qʷayaci̓ikʔiis Childcare Centre place their hands on the 
house post to feel the freshly-carved cedar. Image credit: Elena Rardon
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Summer event hosted by qʷayaci̓ikʔiis Childcare Centre
Photos by: Elena Rardo

Residents of hitacu̓ had a chance to enjoy a day of culture 
and sports earlier this month.

Sports Day, hosted by qʷayaci̓ikʔiis Childcare Centre, took 
place on Friday, August 1.

It was a day of foot races, obstacle courses, water balloon 
fights, bouncy castles and more. There were even “Uncle” 
and “Auntie” races for the older athletes. Participants en-
joyed a BBQ lunch after the activities.

ƛ̓eekoo ƛ̓eekoo to Skylene Patrick, Marissa Mack and the 
rest of the daycare team for organizing this event.

Young athletes enjoy Sports Day
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New signage honours Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ’s Bob and Vi Mundy

A new series of inter-
pretive signs along 
the Ancient Cedars 
section of the Wild 
Pacific Trail pays 
tribute to the legacy 
of Bob and Vi Mun-
dy, the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ 
couple who shared 
priceless traditional 
knowledge with the 
west coast.

Bob passed away 
on May 5, 2024. Vi 
passed shortly after 
on July 31, 2024. 

“We couldn’t imag-
ine in our family Bob 
without Vi or Vi with-
out Bob. They came 
as a unit, and they 
were really beautiful 
to watch. They were 
a testament to not 
giving up on each 
other,” said Jeneva Touchie during a June 7 ribbon cutting 
ceremony. 

“Bob would open the door for her, even in the rain, until the 
day he passed,” said Melody Mundy.

The new Ancient Cedars signage features an audio box 
framed with a carving by Kevin Touchie and six interpretive 
panels sharing Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ teachings, developed by Carey 
Cunneyworth and Jeneva Touchie. 

Wild Pacific Trail President Barbara Schramm says the audio 
box, which records Jeneva’s voice, brings local voices to the 
Old Growth Forest.

“We didn’t want to repeat the same old, same old. We 
wanted this done so people could learn in the right way,” 
said Schramm.

One of the oldest trees on the Ucluelet Peninsula is now 
showcased with a new deck featuring interpretive signage 
explaining sustainable plank harvesting practices – it’s also 

New signage on Wild Pacific Trail

where hikers can 
find the memorial 
plaque dedicated to 
Bob and Vi Mundy.

Cunneyworth is an 
archeologist and the 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Gov-
ernment’s director 
of culture, language 
and heritage. He 
said the special old 
growth stand is cul-
turally modified tree 
(CMT) and protected 
archeological site.

“Bob and Vi taught 
us how to be with 
the land, be with 
family and to take 
care of your commu-
nity. We see a lot of 
that in this tree. It’s 
quite a special tree,” 
said Cunneyworth.

He shared that at one point, 100 years ago, Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ an-
cestors would take big strips off the tree to use for houses, 
carving or boxes. There is also a large hollowing in the tree 
that he says was a cache ancestors used for storage - and it 
may have been a bear den at some point.   

“It’s such a powerful testament to the forest and really giving 
back,” said Cunneyworth. “It’s something we can all learn 
from, and I know Bob and Vi really talked about that; being 
intimately connected to the forest and how to take care of 
it. I really think this whole trail with the CMT here and the 
knowledge they put into the signage really represents how 
much love they had for the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ community and the 
Ucluelet community.” 

Ucluelet Mayor Marilyn McEwen says the new signage “pro-
vides a legacy of culture learning for residents and visitors, 
alike.” 

“This meaningful initiative honours Indigenous knowledge, 
language and the enduring relationship between people 
and forest ecosystems that has shaped this region for mil-

Written by: Nora O’Malley, Local Journalism Initiative Reporter, Ha-Shilth-Sa

From left: Wild Pacific Trail president Barbara Schramm, Ucluelet Mayor Marilyn McEwen 
and Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ manager of language services Jeneva Touchie cut the ceremonial ribbon 
on June 7 to open the new display along the Ancient Cedars section of the Wild Pacific Trail. 
Image credit: Nora O’Malley, Ha-Shilth-Sa.
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lennia,” said McEwen. 

Vi was a board member of the Wild Pacific Trail Society and 
had a “quiet, patient way” of sharing traditional knowledge 
for signs throughout all Ucluelet and the region.

“Her impact ripples to this day through all the societies on 
the west coast,” said Schramm.

“I’m really grateful for everything they were willing to share 
with us,” Jeneva adds. “They taught us to share what we 
know. It’s really hard to imagine sometimes how to carry 
language without Bob around. But we are doing the best 
we can.”

The Mundy family plans to scatter the ashes of Bob and 
Vi Mundy in the sea near Black Rock Resort, Vi’s favourite 
place to eat. 

Three years in the making, the audio box, signage and CMT 
deck project was made possible through the leadership of 
the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government with support from the Prov-
ince of BC Resort Municipality Initiative, Clayoquot Bio-
sphere Trust, Black Rock Resort, the Wild Pacific Trail Soci-
ety and the District of Ucluelet.

Standing on the new deck, the Mundy Family surround a memorial plaque dedicated to Bob and Vi Mundy. Image credit: Nora O’Malley, Ha-Shilth-
Sa.

Vi and Bob Mundy’s granddaughter Khia Little, 13, plays with the new 
audio box. Image credit: Nora O’Malley, Ha-Shilth-Sa.
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Barney Dohm is excited to join Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government 
(YG) as the Interim Chief Administrative Officer.

Barney grew up in British Columbia and has spent more 
than 20 years in senior leadership roles across Canada, 
much of that time working alongside First Nations gov-
ernments, businesses, and communities. 

“My career has taken me from building roads, bridges, 
and housing projects to leading diversified multi-mil-
lion-dollar companies owned by Indigenous communities 
and senior executive roles in Crown Corporations,” says 
Barney. “I’ve served as CEO, COO, Board Chair, and advi-
sor, helping organizations strengthen their governance, 
grow their businesses, and create new opportunities 
through partnerships and Impact Benefit Agreements. I 
am especially proud of work that has supported sustain-
able housing and construction projects that bring long-
term benefits to communities.”

Barney holds a Master of Science in Project Management 
and a Bachelor of Commerce in Business Economics & 
Accounting. 

He’s also been deeply involved in volunteer service. For 
more than 25 years, Barney has served in leadership with 
Scouts Canada, mentoring youth and adults, training new 
leaders, and contributing to major events like the Pacific 
Jamborees. He has been honoured with several Governor 
General’s awards for his volunteer contributions. 

In his new role with YG, Barney looks forward to apply-
ing his  background in governance, project management, 
and strategic planning to help advance community goals. 

“Most importantly, I’m eager to listen, learn, and contrib-
ute to the work being done here,” he says.

Welcome to Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government, Barney Dohm!

New Staff Highlights
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hiłstiis hupiiʔuł YG Services 
August 2025 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
Sunday 

1 2
    Office Closed  
      
      

      
     3
      
      
      
      

4 5 6 7 8 9
Statutory Holiday  Corey Rich Kids Language Class   
YG Offices Closed  Economic with maḥima   

  Development Officer 9:00am to 11:30am   
  9:00am to 3:00pm    
     10
      
      
      
      

11 12 13 14 15 16
Counselling with  Kimberly Touchie Kids Language Class   

Amber Severinson  Outreach Support with maḥima   
11:00am to 1:00pm  Coordinator 9:00am to 11:30am   

      
     17
      
      
      
      

18 19 20 21 22 23
   Kids Language Class   
   with maḥima   
   TBA   
   Melissa Hall   
   Human Resources  24
   Manager   
   1:00pm to 4:00pm   
      
      

25 26 27 28 29 30
  Rachel Harding Kimberly Touchie   
  Community Health Outreach Support   
  Nurse Coordinator   
   Jennifer Touchie   
   Educations Services  31
   Manager   
   10:00am to 12:00pm   
      
      

*Services offered during regular operating hours of the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government Satellite hours, 9:00am to 2:00pm and by appointment from 
2:00pm to 4:00pm, unless otherwise noted. Operating on the territory of the Tseshaht & Hupača̓sʔatḥ First Nations. 


