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In this issue, we have photos from events in June, including a 
FireSmart burn demonstration and the Education Celebration. Con-
gratulations to all of the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ students for completing the 
2025-2026 school year!

We also have an important update about changes to the Medical Pa-
tient Travel system, as well as an update on the Official Community Plan 
(OCP) process. We’re also happy to welcome two new staff members to 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government!

Finally, mark your calendars! Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Day celebrations will take 
place from Friday, September 18 to Sunday, September 20 this year.

Please note, Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government offices will be closed on Mon-
day, August 3 for B.C. Day Long Weekend. Offices will re-open on 
Tuesday, August 3 for normal hours.

Read on for more events, services, and information.
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The 2026 Education Celebration was a hit in hitacu̓

Celebrating Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ students
Photos by: Elena Rardon

Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government hosted its annual Education 
Celebration at the Cixʷatin Centre on June 18, 2026.

This is an opportunity for Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ citizens to cele-
brate students from pre-school to post-secondary and 
recognize their accomplishments over the 2025-26 
school year.

Guests of all ages enjoyed the photo booth at the Education Celebration.

Performing the dinner song before dinner is served at the Education 
Celebration.

Grade 7 graduates are cheered on as they enter the Cixʷatin Centre 
Gym.

Kali Touchie-Maher, the executive assistant for the Department of 
Education and Youth, cuts the celebratory cake for this year’s Education 
Celebration.

Youngsters pose for the camera before dinner starts at the Education 
Celebration.
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Khia Little and Sadie Currey receive the sičquuʔuƛ (“Fin Coming Around the Bend”) Award from Gertrude Touchie. This award supports Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ 
students who are engaged in language and/or cultural learning.

Ronan Currey receives the Grade 8 Scholarship award from Education 
Services manager Jennifer Touchie.

Karen Williams receives the Grade 11 Scholarship award from Education 
Services manager Jennifer Touchie.

Jonquil Currey receives the ʔaʔasmacya̓k Marjorie Touchie Award from 
Marjorie Touchie. This award recognizes a Grade 12 student who is 
graduating and transitioning into postsecondary education, trades, or 
training. 

Trisha Miller is congratulated for completing her Health Care Aide pro-
gram by Education Services manager Jennifer Touchie. 
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FireSmart demonstration hosted in hitacu̓

Protect your home from wildfire
Photos and story by: Elena Rardon

A little rain didn’t stop the fire from burning in hitacu̓ 
last month.

On June 25, 2026, Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government held a 
FireSmart demonstration in collaboration with Ucluelet 
Fire Rescue, with the goal of showcasing how different 
building materials and FireSmart practices can better 
protect homes during wildfire situations.

The demonstration involved setting small fires in front 
of two different house models. The first FireSmart 
house model was built with fibre-cement siding and an 
asphalt roof. A fire-resistant plant was planted beside 
it.

The second house model, meanwhile, was built with 
vinyl siding, vinyl corners, and a vinyl roof. A cedar sap-
ling was planted beside it.

Twenty minutes after ignition, the fire in front of the 
FireSmart home model had been extinguished and the 
house model had very little damage. The non-FireSmart 
home model was almost completely destroyed by fire.

Ben Shuster, YG’s FireSmart coordinator, explained to 
the crowd that the immediate zone around the house 
(1.5 metres) is the most important area to focus on 
when it comes to preventing the spread of wildfires.

“If you can take one thing home today, it’s super sim-
ple: if you’ve got firewood, move it away from the side 
of your home,” said Shuster. “If we can all just remem-
ber that 1.5 metres around the whole home of nothing 
combustible, it will make a huge difference.”

If you missed this FireSmart demonstration, a video is 
available on our YouTube page!

Jonathan Parlee from Ucluelet Fire Rescue watches the two house models during the FireSmart demonstration.
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Ben Shuster, FireSmart Coordinator, and Kendra Stoner, Emergency Program Manag-
er, set up for the FireSmart demonstration.

This photo shows the difference between the two house 
models after 20 minutes. While the fire on the left side has 
died out, the fire on the right side has spread to the struc-
ture.

Jonathan Parlee of Ucluelet Fire Rescue knocks down the fire after the 
demonstration has ended.

Rose Aday and Katie Burden, Fire Box trained volunteers, turn off the hydrant using tools 
from the Fire Box.

Spectators got to take home their own plush versions 
of Ember the Fox, FireSmart’s mascot.

Fire Box-trained citizen Rose Aday knocks down the fire during a 
FireSmart demonstration in hitacu̓ on June 25, 2026.
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Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government  
Update to Patient Travel 

 
July 13, 2026 

ʔuḥʔaƛḥasuu Citizens and Residents of hitacu̓,  

 
We would like to inform the community of an important update regarding administration and 
coordination of Medical Patient Travel. 
 
Effective immediately, all Patient Travel requests and related cheque processing will be managed through 
the Department of ʔuuy̓ałuk�ʷičʔaała (Health and Social Services). This change is intended to streamline 
services and improve coordination and support for citizens accessing care. 
 
Susan Mundy is the main contact for Patient Travel services, including after-hours emergencies. She 
joined the department on January 22, 2024, and currently works in both Patient Travel and as a Social 
Development Worker and Medical Office Assistant, bringing experience from all of these roles to support 
the community. 
 
What this means: 

• All Patient Travel requests must now be submitted through the Health and Social Services 
Department. 

• All cheques related to Patient Travel can now be picked up at the huup̓atu Health Centre. 
• Health and Social Services staff will be available to assist with applications, questions, and follow-

up. 
 
Contact information: 

• Email: mpt@ufn.ca 
• Non-Emergency Phone: (250) 726-7343 
• After-Hours Emergency Patient Travel Phone: (250) 266-8099 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government – Ucluelet First Nation 
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Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government
OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN

 JULY 2026 UPDATE 

The UFN Official Community Plan (OCP)
update is progressing well. To date, we have
completed a background review, engaged
with leadership, staff, and community
members, and drafted the OCP foundations,
including a vision statement and guiding
principles. We thank the community for the
feedback provided thus far, which was been
very valuable for the team.

The project team is currently refining the
draft OCP foundations with the project
committee, Elders, and community
members to ensure they reflect
community priorities. In addition, we are
beginning to develop the OCP outline
and key components that will shape the
updated plan. Feedback from the
community will continue to guide the
plan as it moves forward and the team is
preparing for the next phase of
community engagement in Fall 2026.

The initial survey will remain open until August 15 ,
2026, and will be followed up with more detailed
surveys on several topics in the fall. You can find
the survey online at www.ufn.ca/ocp.

th

WHERE WE ARE NOW

WHAT’S NEXT

SURVEY

For more information: www.ufn.ca/ocp
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New Staff Highlights
Welcome to Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government Trisha Miller!

Trisha Miller has joined the Department of 
ʔuuy̓ałuk̓ʷičʔaała (Health and Social Services) as a 
Health Care Assistant.

Originally from Ucluelet First Nation, Trisha has a 
professional background in health care, where she 
has gained valuable experience providing compas-
sionate, person-centred care to individuals with a 
variety of needs.

In her role as Health Care Assistant, she supports 
patients with their daily activities, assists with per-
sonal care, monitors and reports changes in their 
condition, and works closely with nurses and other 
health-care professionals to ensure patients receive 
safe, high-quality care. 

“I am passionate about helping others, treating 
people with dignity and respect, and making a pos-
itive difference in their lives,” says Trisha. “I enjoy 
learning new skills and continuously developing my 
knowledge to provide the best possible care. I look 
forward to working with and learning from every-
one.”

Trisha can be reached at trisha.miller@ufn.ca.
Trisha Miller is Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government’s new Health Care Assistant. 
Photo submitted by: Trisha Miller

Save the date!Save the date!Save the date!

Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Day Weekend!Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Day Weekend!Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Day Weekend!
Join us to celebrate all things Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ! This year’s celebration is a multi-day event. Citizens are being called

home to Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ ḥaḥuułi (traditional territory).

Keep an eye out for more event information!

Friday, September 18, 2026 to Sunday, September 20, 2026

Coming Soon!Coming Soon!Coming Soon!
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Welcoming to Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government Jayda Konnila!

New Staff Highlights

Jayda Konnila has joined Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government in 
the Department of huuḥtakšiiḥinʔaała (Education and 
Youth) as an Education Outreach Worker.

In this role, Jayda will provide specialized early interven-
tion and developmental support for infants, children, 
and youth. She conducts home visits, facilitates cultural-
ly relevant playgroups, and helps families connect with 
specialists like speech or physical therapists.

Jayda previously worked as a teacher at Ucluelet Ele-
mentary School and has also worked with the Canucks 
Autism Network in Victoria.

Jayda says she enjoys working with children who have 
higher needs, including children on the autism spec-
trum.

“I’ve always felt a pull to work with kids with extra 
needs,” she said. “I wanted to bring that into my pro-
fessional career. When this opportunity came up with 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government, I knew it was exactly what I 
wanted to do.”

Her favourite part of her job is being able to see the dif-
ferences she can make in the lives of families and chil-
dren.

“With the families I meet, I’m really excited to see the 
long-term success,” she said. “Being able to reflect back 
on how far we’ve come is my favourite part of all the 
jobs I’ve had. It’s those big wow moments.”

Jayda was born in Campbell River and grew up in Vic-
toria, but she loves the tight-knit community she has 
found on the West Coast of Vancouver Island.

“I love being able to go Co-op and know everyone there,” 
she laughed. “I love those small community vibes. Ev-
eryone is looking out for each other here. I’ve made so 
many good and positive connections over the past year.”

In her spare time, Jayda enjoys surfing, hiking, and bead 
working.

She can be reached at Jayda.konnila@ufn.ca or you can 
phone or text her directly at 250-217-4262.

“I want the community to know that they can reach out 
to me anytime,” says Jayda.
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hiłstiis hupiiʔuł YG Services 
July 2026 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
Sunday 

1 2 3 4
  Statutory Holiday Language Classes Kimberly Touchie  
  YG Offices Closed with maḥima Outreach Support  
   6:30pm to 8:30pm Coordinator  
    10:00am to 2:00pm  
     5
      
      
      
      

6 7 8 9 10 11
      
      
      
      
     12
      
      
      

Counselling with Amber Severinson Available by app’t.Mon - Fri (pls contact Satellite Office)  
13 14 15 16 17 18

  YG meetings Language Classes Office Closed  
  (H&SS office) with maḥima   
  10:00am to 4:00pm 6:30pm to 8:30pm   
      
     19
      
      
      
      

20 21 22 23 24 25
      
      
      
      
     26
      
      
      
      

27 28 29 30 31
    Youth Language  
    Class with maḥima  
    6:30pm to 8:00pm  
      
     
      
      
      
      

*Services offered during regular operating hours of the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government Satellite hours, 9:00am to 2:00pm and by appointment from 
2:00pm to 4:00pm, unless otherwise noted. Operating on the territory of the Tseshaht First Nation & Hupača̓sʔatḥ First Nation. 


