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Events
Wednesdays
Naaʔuuw̓ita̓sin haʔuk
(“We’re going to eat together”)

November 23-25
Journey to Healing Workshop

December 8
hitacu̓ Assembly

December 11
Holiday Dinners in hitacu̓ 
and Port Alberni

December 25
YG Offices Closed

January 5
YG Offices Re-Open
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In this issue, we have photos from events in October, including Halloween 
and the Great British Columbia ShakeOut. We have information about an 
upcoming trauma healing workshop, and we also welcome Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ 
Government’s new FireSmart Coordinator.

Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ is getting ready to celebrate the holiday season in hitacu̓ and 
Port Alberni with dinner, culture and gifts for children. This year, both 
communities will hold their holiday dinners on the same day: Thursday, 
December 11, 2025. The events will be connected virtually, so families, 
friends, and relatives can share holiday greetings and well-wishes. 

For citizens attending the Port Alberni Holiday Dinner, please RSVP and 
send your Santa wishlists to yanny.poilievre@ufn.ca or call 778-942-0655.

For more information about the hitacu̓ Holiday Dinner, contact Gloria 
Valentine at gloria.valentine@ufn.ca.

Read on for more events, services, and information.
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Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ celebrates the season with events in hitacu̓ and Port Alberni

Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ citizens in hitacu̓ and Port Alberni celebrated 
the spooky season with a pair of Halloween parties last 
month.

Parties included a photo booth, games, snacks and even a 
visit from Hadlen the Magician.

ƛ̓eekoo ƛ̓eekoo to all of the event organizers, YG staff and 
volunteers who put these events together.

Happy Halloween!
Images by: Elena Rardon

Hadlen the Magician amazes the crowd at the Italian Hall Events Centre 
in Port Alberni.

Visitors enjoyed the spooky photobooth at the Port Alberni Halloween 
Party.

The kakaw̓inminḥ (Women’s Warrior Group) dressed up in their spooki-
est attire for a ghostly photoshoot in hitacu̓.

Hadlen the Magician performs 
a trick with some help from the 
audience.

Youth enjoyed the giant balloons 
provided by Sharky Balloons.

Youth have fun at the colouring 
station in Port Alberni.
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To book an appointment, contact: moa@ufn.ca or (250) 726-7343
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Staff participate in an earthquake drill for the Great BC ShakeOut

Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government staff in hitacu̓ and Port Alberni 
joined millions of people worldwide with a great ShakeOut 
Earthquake Drill on October 16, 2025.

The Great British Columbia ShakeOut is an annual oppor-
tunity for individuals, communities, schools, and organiza-
tions to practice essential earthquake safety measures such 
as “Drop, Cover, and Hold On.”

Kendra Stoner, YG’s Emergency Program Manager, says the 
ShakeOut Earthquake Drill is a great reminder for staff to 
gain situational awareness for their working space.

“Preparing for emergencies prior to an actual emergency is 
the key to success,” says Stoner.

To learn more about Earthquake Preparedness, visit www.
shakeoutbc.ca.

YG staff ready to Shake Out
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Two-day healing workshop will take place later this month

YG offers support services

ʔuḥʔaƛḥasuu Citizens and Resi-
dents of hitacu̓, 

In February 2025, Pacific Rim 
School District (SD70) teacher Mi-
chael Rhodes was disciplined by 
the B.C. Commissioner for Teacher 
Regulation for engaging in “inap-
propriate physical contact” with 
students while he taught Physical 
Education from 2014 to 2019.

This information was widely 
shared through social media and 
news outlets. Information like this 
can trigger people by bringing up 
their own experiences, and it can trigger people who may 
have been impacted by someone else’s experiences.

Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government (YG) has raised concerns to SD70 
about the impacts of Mr. Rhodes’ teaching on Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ 
students. The school district has confirmed that Mr. Rhodes 
remains on long-term leave. To be clear, YG does not sup-
port the return of Mr. Rhodes in any role within the educa-
tion system.

Although the infractions occurred several years ago, YG ac-
knowledges that those who were impacted—either directly 
or indirectly—may not have had a chance to heal.

As a commitment to the wellbeing, safety, and healing of all 
community members and citizens, YG would like to offer a 
variety of services to support those who have been impact-
ed by the inappropriate behaviour of SD70 teacher Michael 
Rhodes. These supports are meant for any Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ cit-
izens and/or community members, whether they were im-
pacted directly by the actions or indirectly impacted by the 
actions or by the subsequent news coverage.

The services will be provided by Hulitan Family and Commu-
nity Services (http://www.hulitan.ca), an accredited Indig-
enous organization with more than 25 years of experience 
working in community. The team will be joining us for initial 
support from November 23 to November 26, 2025, being 
offered as follows:

· A community dinner at the Cixʷatin Centre on November 
23 at 5:00pm to meet members of the team, ask questions 
and share a meal.

· A two-day workshop on Novem-
ber 24 and November 25 called 
“A Journey to Healing Workshop” 
provided by Gerald Kiesman (Re-
storing Balance Consulting). The 
workshop will provide the partic-
ipants with a clear understanding 
of trauma and will include healing 
exercises and a Trauma Stress Re-
lease Exercise to manage triggers 
and release the stress/emotional 
residue in the body from the trau-
ma, using western and tradition-
al practices, exercises, and cer-
emony. This will take place from 

9:00am to 4:00pm each day, with snacks and lunch provid-
ed. No registration is required for this workshop.

· Counselling support: From November 24-26, two quali-
fied therapists (one male, one female, with a combined ex-
perience of more than  25 years in trauma counselling and 
EMDR) will be available for one-to-one sessions. To book a 
session, call (250) 726-7343 or email moa@ufn.ca.

· Access to a healer: Riley McKenzie and Ann Marshall will 
provide eagle feather brushings, debriefing sessions, and a 
ceremony for letting go from November 23-26.

· A follow-up workshop and check-in that will take place in 
mid-January, 2026.

Hulitan will also be available to provide ongoing supports 
after the workshop is over. Please call (250) 726-7343 or 
email moa@ufn.ca to make an appointment.

If the information provided here has brought up difficult 
feelings for you or anyone you care about, the following 
helplines and resources are available year-round:

310 Mental Health Support 
•	 For emotional support, info and resources specific 
to mental health in B.C.
•	 Call: 310-6789 (no area code needed)

Crisis Centre BC
•	 Distress Line: 1-866-661-3311
•	 For those who are or know someone having suicidal 
thoughts: 1-800-784-2433
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Amber Severinson  
•	 YG counsellor, available by appointment
•	 (236) 544-0464

Westcoast Community Resources Society
•	 Call 250-726-2020 or text 250-266-0187

First Nations & Inuit Hope for Wellness Help Line - 24 HOUR
•	 1-855-242-3310

KUU-US Crisis Line - 24 HOUR 
•	 Adult/Elder Crisis Line: 250-723-4050
•	 Child/Youth Crisis Line: 250-723-2040
•	 BC Wide Toll Free: 1-800-588-8717

National Indian Residential School Crisis Line
•	 1-866-925-4419

Tsow-Tun Le Lum Counseling, Culture Support

•	 1-888-403-3123

Nurses Hotline - 24 HOUR
•	 811

Emergency - 24 HOUR
•	 911

If any community member has concerns or wishes to file 
a complaint related to Michael Rhodes, please contact 
Asya Touchie Director of Huuḥtakšiiḥinʔaała (we are always 
learning) - Education and Youth for information about the 
formal complaint process and available support resources.
 
Phone: 250-726-7342 | Cell: 250.726.6910 |  Email: asya.
touchie@ufn.ca.

Sincerely, 

Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government – Ucluelet First Nation
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Welcome to Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government Ben Shuster!

New Staff Highlights
Ben Shuster has joined the 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government (YG) 
as the new FireSmart Coordina-
tor, reporting to Kendra Stoner, 
Emergency Program Manager.

In his new role, Ben will lead 
and support wildfire preven-
tion, risk reduction, and com-
munity resilience initiatives 
for YG, helping to strengthen 
preparedness and integrate 
FireSmart principles across the 
community.

“I am very grateful for the 
opportunity to step into this role and help make our 
community safer from future wildfires,” says Ben. “My 
background in emergency response as a structural 
firefighter has shown me the importance of community 
resilience and preparedness when facing disasters.”

When not working, Ben pri-
oritizes spending time in the 
ocean swimming and enjoying 
the company of family and 
friends. Having a strong sense 
of community is very import-
ant to him.

Ben holds multiple FireSmart 
and wildfire suppression certi-
fications and will be support-
ing the development of the 
Community Wildfire Resiliency 
Plan (CWRP) and related com-
munity education initiatives 
over the coming year.

“Through my research in this new role, I’ve learned 
that First Nations communities were the first to prac-
tice wildfire mitigation,” says Ben. “Due to decades 
of wildfire suppression strategies, many of BC’s for-
ests have become increasingly vulnerable to wildfire. 

Fortunately, the 
FireSmart pro-
gram incorpo-
rates traditional 
practices from 
First Nations 
communities 
along with mod-
ern wildfire re-
search to create 
guidelines that 
help keep com-
munities resil-
ient. I’m looking 
forward to con-
necting with YG, 
meeting citizens, 
and taking the 
first steps toward 
reducing wildfire 
risk.”

Ben can be con-
tacted by email 
at ben.shuster@
ufn.ca.
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Ben Shuster is the new FireSmart Coordinator with 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government.
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2025/26 Community Wood Smoke 
Reduction Program

SMARTER BURNING, CLEANER LIVING

Options for households on First Nations land:
Exchange of any wood stove manufactured prior to 2018/19,
switching to heat pump or pellet stove
Exchange of an uncertified wood stove (pre-1994) to a certified
wood stove 
Remove existing non-EPA or CSA certified wood appliance
without installation of new appliance and receive $300
Add an electric insert to your existing fireplace and receive $400

Exchange rebates from $1,200 to $3,000

This offer applies to residents of the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District and
is on a first-come, first-served basis until rebates run out.

For more information, go to: www.acrd.bc.ca or phone 250-720-2700.

Retailers
Dolan’s Gas Fitting and Heating Ltd. – Port Alberni – 250-723-4328
Pioneer Fireplace – Parksville – 250-954-0331
Beaufort Sheet Metal – Port Alberni – 250-736-1012
Tilley’s Plumbing & Heating – Port Alberni – 250-735-8989
Van Isle Chimney Service – Port Alberni – 250-731-4954
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hiłstiis hupiiʔuł YG Services 
November 2025 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
Sunday 

1
      
      
      
      
     2
      
      
      
      

3 4 5 6 7 8
  Corey Rich Kimberly Touchie   
  Economic Outreach Support   
  Development Officer Coordinator   
  9:00am to 2:00pm Language Classes   
   with maḥima  9
   6:30pm to 8:30pm   
      
      
      

10 11 12 13 14 15
 Statutory Holiday  Kimberly Touchie   
 YG Offices Closed  Outreach Support   
   Coordinator   
      
     16
      
      
      
      

17 18 19 20 21 22
 Nicole Burtini  Language Classes   
 Social Worker  with maḥima   
   6:30pm to 8:30pm   
      
     23
      
      
      
      

24 25 26 27 28 29
Rachel Harding      

Community Health      
Nurse - foot care     

      
     30
      
      
      
      

*Services offered during regular operating hours of the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government Satellite hours, 9:00am to 2:00pm and by appointment from 
2:00pm to 4:00pm, unless otherwise noted. Operating on the territory of the Tseshaht First Nation & Hupača̓sʔatḥ First Nation. 


