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In this issue, we have an update on the Saasin Čačimḥiya̓p Communi-
ty Garden, coverage from the recent Elders Gathering in Vancouver, 
news about new staff, and a story about a new Japanese pavilion 
opening in Ucluelet. We’re also pleased to present a new monthly 
update from the CAO.

Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Day celebrations take place this month, starting with the 
hitacu̓ Annual General Assembly on Friday, September 18. Audited 
financial statements and the Annual Fiscal Report can be found on 
our website at www.ufn.ca under ‘Government’ and ‘Records and 
Reports.’

Please note, Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government offices will be closed on 
Wednesday, September 30 to mark the National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation. Offices will re-open on Thursday, October 1 for nor-
mal business hours.

Read on for more events, services, and information.
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Building for today and the future

CAO Update

I am pleased to introduce a new month-
ly CAO Update in Umacuk YG News. 
Each month, I will share some of the 
work taking place across Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ 
Government Administration—particu-
larly initiatives that affect services to cit-
izens, our community and the Nation’s 
longer-term future.

Over the past several months, our Ad-
ministration team has been working 
on many priorities, both visible in the community and 
behind the scenes. While not every initiative produces 
immediate results, together this work is about building 
a stronger, more effective government that can better 
serve citizens today and into the future.

Housing and infrastructure continue to be major pri-
orities. Work associated with the five new homes is 
substantially complete. When the proposed 30-unit 
housing development faced a significant funding chal-
lenge, Administration pursued an alternative through 
the federal Build Canada Homes program. The Nation’s 
proposal has now been accepted for further progres-
sion, with approximately $9.5 million requested. While 
final funding is not yet confirmed, this is an important 
step toward moving the project forward.

We are also looking beyond today’s projects. Planning 
has begun for a potential new subdivision that could 
create more than 20 additional residential lots, subject 
to surveying and detailed planning. A funding applica-
tion has also been submitted for a second water con-
nection to strengthen the community’s infrastructure 
and support future growth.

Improving health and community services is anoth-
er important focus. An additional Licensed Practical 
Nurse has joined the Health & Social Services team, and 
we are working with outside partners to bring more 
services directly into the community. Discussions with 
Helicopters Without Borders have resulted in plans to 
trial services such as dental care, foot care and other 
health supports without direct cost to the Nation.

Citizens will also begin seeing work on 
a Community Cleanup and Beautifica-
tion Initiative. The first phase will focus 
on working with community members 
to remove derelict vehicles, campers, 
appliances and other large discarded 
items. Over time, the initiative will ex-
pand to landscaping, native plantings 
and improvements to prominent public 
spaces.

Some of the most important work is less visible. Ad-
ministration has been working hard to strengthen the 
Nation’s financial, human resources and technology 
systems. This includes progressing the annual financial 
audit, addressing several years of outstanding report-
ing to funding organizations, and improving IT security 
and infrastructure. These foundational systems mat-
ter because they help protect the Nation’s resources, 
maintain access to external funding and support reli-
able services for citizens. More than 150 obsolete or 
unnecessary IT accounts and accesses have also been 
addressed as part of work to reduce cybersecurity 
risks.

Finally, our Senior Management Team recently com-
pleted a strategic planning process to identify priori-
ties for the next 12–18 months. A central theme was 
moving beyond responding to immediate issues and 
building the systems, people and plans needed for the 
future. Housing, economic development, stronger ser-
vices, infrastructure, organizational capacity and ac-
countability will remain important areas of focus.

There is much more work ahead, and many of these 
initiatives will take time. My commitment is to keep 
citizens informed about the work Administration is un-
dertaking and, most importantly, how that work con-
tributes to a stronger Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government and 
better outcomes for the community.

Sunny Dhaliwal
Chief Administrative Officer
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Non Instructional Days 2026/2027

School Planning Day - Monday, September 21, 2026

Provincial Specialists Professional Development Day - 
Friday, October 23, 2026

Professional Dev Day – Monday, November 16, 2026

Professional Dev Day - Monday, January 18, 2027

Professional Dev Day - Friday, February 12, 2027

Professional Dev Day -Friday, April 23, 2027

Indigenous Focused Non-Instructional  - Monday, May 17, 
2027

Administrative Day - Friday, June 25, 2027

Please note - Boxing Day and Easter 
Monday are not observed statutory 
holidays in British Columbia. 

SCHOOL CALENDAR FORM - GENERAL                                  INSTRUCTIONS: Using the Fill Colour tool, 
highlight the Non-Instructional days and Vacation 
Periods with the colours in the legend.

2026/2027 CALENDAR
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A place for the community

Saasin Čačimḥiy̓ap Garden

The Saasin Čačimḥiy̓ap Community Garden in hitacu̓ is 
in full swing and producing plenty of food for the com-
munity.

This is the second full season for the community gar-
den, which was constructed back in 2024 after the re-
tirement of the Wya Community Garden at the Junc-
tion.

Garden lead Zoe Jordan explained that citizens are 
starting to engage more with the garden in its second 
year. She has seen YG staff stopping by on their lunch 
breaks to spend some time outside, and the garden 
even hosted an Elders Health Luncheon in August.

“Most of the meals for that lunch were made from what 
we harvested from the garden,” Jordan explained.

Jordan, along with garden assistants Bree Heron and 
Sheldon Touchie, has hosted tea-making workshops 
with medicinal herbs grown in the garden. The team 
has also worked with the qʷayaci̓ikʔiis Childcare Centre 
to make sure hitacu̓ children have a chance to spend 
some time in the garden and learn how to grow their 
own food. Jordan joked that the garden became “hi-
tacu̓’s unofficial waterpark” in the summertime be-
cause of all the sprinklers.

The garden’s next project is a fruit stand, where people 
will be able to stop by and pick up garden harvests.

“It’s another way of getting people in the garden,” Jor-
dan explained.

Her long-term goal is to continue developing the gar-
den program and help Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ citizens have more 
food security within the community, as well as the 
knowledge to grow their own food and preserve it.

For example, daycare students planted potatoes and 
other ingredients for soup this spring. In the fall, they 
will be able to harvest the veggies and use them to 
make a big batch of soup.

“It’s a way of showing them what you can do with 

the food after you’ve grown it,” said Jordan. “We’re 
helping them through the whole process, from seed 
to soup. Some of the potato plants are taller than the 
kids now.”

During Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Day weekend, the garden will be 
open for self-guided tours. Garden staff are always 
happy to take the time to show visitors around

The garden will be open seven days a week from 
8:00am to 3:30pm, up until the first week of October. 

“We always encourage people to stop by and use the 
garden,” said Jordan. “We have all the herbs you could 
need, plus tomatoes, peas, beans. It’s really a space for 
people. You don’t even necessarily have to garden—
just come hang out.”

Garden lead Zoe Jordan shows guests the seaweed that is used to com-
post the garden during a tour in May. Photo by: Elena Rardon

The Saasin Čačimḥiya̓p Community Garden is located behind the fire hall 
in hitacu̓. Photo by: Elena Rardon
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Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Elders travel to Vancouver for annual event

Elders Gathering

The 50th annual BC Elders Gathering took place from 
August 25 to August 26 at the Vancouver Convention 
Centre. 

Approximately 35 Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Elders took part in 
the event, along with staff from Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Govern-
ment’s Department of ʔuuy̓ałuk̫̓ ičʔaała (Health and 
Social Services).

Organized by the B.C. Elders Communication Center 
Society, the annual Elders Gathering is an opportunity 
to unite the First Nations communities of British Co-
lumbia.
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Ucluelet’s new Japanese pavilion celebrates cross-cultural relationships

Japanese pavilion opens

The Ucluelet Japanese Canadian History Pavilion offi-
cially opened on a sun-soaked Aug. 29 when 103-year-
old Frances Nakagawa cut the red ribbon alongside four 
women who were also held in internment camps during 
the Second World War. 

Nakagawa’s son Keith shared that his mom kept saying it 
was all “like a dream”.

Located on the corner of Matterson Drive and Imperial 
Lane, the new interpretive site overlooks the Ucluelet 
Harbour; the very place where one of British Columbia’s 
most significant Japanese Canadian fishing communities 
once flourished.

“During the 1930s, Japanese Canadian families made up 
half of Ucluelet’s population, living close to Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ 
(Ucluelet First Nation) families and European settlers in a 
community connected by work, friendship and a shared 
dependence on the sea,” wrote Ucluelet historian Phil 
Hood.

The pavilion – created by Ucluelet & Area Historical So-
ciety (UAHS) and made possible through the support of 
the Japanese Canadian Legacies Society and the District 
of Ucluelet – celebrates those everyday cross-cultural re-
lationships.

“Before you even enter the pavilion, there is this beau-
tiful interpretive panel talking about the First Nations, 
who of course were here long before the Japanese, and 
who share similarities about how they were treated by 
the government,” said Shirley Martin, a lifelong Ucluelet 
resident and author of Calm Harbour, Turbulent Seas: A 
History of Ucluelet.

“During the war, the Japanese Canadians were supported 
really well by the First Nations. I mention on one of the 
boards that they actually used to share food; they would 
leave food for each other out on the dock sometimes,” 
said Martin.

“There are so many families who left during the war and 
never had the opportunity to come back. They will be 

coming and visiting, plus it’s just education for everyone 
to learn about this whole story that is so important to the 
West Coast,” she continued.

‘I feel like my roots are here’

Japanese Canadian Cathy Babyak travelled from Ontario 
for the opening ceremony. She reunited with her cousin 
Britt Moberg from Victoria at the event.

“I feel like my roots are here,” said Babyak. 

“Our grandfather was a fisherman. He came to Canada 
in the 1900s with his father. They were fishermen before 
World War Two,” she said. 

Following the attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, 
nearly 22,000 Japanese Canadians were forcibly removed 
from British Columbia’s coast. 

Babyak said her grandfather, Risuke Hamade, was de-
tained at Vancouver’s Hastings Park temporary holding 
camp before being relocated to the Lemon Creek Intern-
ment Camp in B.C.’s Slocan Valley until the end of the war. 
After restrictions were lifted in 1949, he went to Winni-
peg.

The Ucluelet Japanese Canadian History Pavilion is a new interpretive 
space located on Imperial Lane and Matterson Drive, overlooking the 
Ucluelet Harbour. Photo by: Nora O’Malley

Written by Nora O’Malley, Ha-Shilth-Sa
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“Obviously, they would have liked to have chosen to go 
back to their home and their fishing and community, but 
that wasn’t really a choice for them,” said Moberg.

“When they came to Winnipeg, they were just in poverty. 
They couldn’t bring much with them to the internment 
sites. The boat, the house, were sold off by the govern-
ment without their consent,” she shared.

Almost half of the Ucluelet community disappeared over 
night, according to UAHS, and the loss was felt far beyond 
the Japanese Canadian community.

Jeneva Touchie (Čakʷaasiqḥw̓iłim) is the manager of lan-
guage services with the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government (YG). 
She worked on the interpretive panel that relates First 
Nations history to Japanese Canadian history with Carey 
Cunneyworth, YG director of culture and heritage. 

“My late grandma Barb often talked about how she re-
membered when the Japanese disappeared overnight,” 
said Touchie. 

“My grandmother was always willing to share her knowl-
edge, a trait which her daughter Vi took on after she had 
passed. It is amazing to see Vi’s picture (in the pavilion), 
as Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ shares a similar history of hardship for our 
people as well as the Japanese,” said Touchie.

“It’s a dark part of history and (the historical society) re-
ally did their best to be true to it and not shy over the 
difficult parts,” she said. 

In Winnipeg, Babyak said her grandfather went to work in 
a low-paying job at a concrete factory.  

“Coming to Ucluelet, I just think, ‘what could have been?’ 
I take a breath of reflection. You dream… If my grandfa-
ther had been able to remain a fisherman, what would 
life be like?” said Babyak.

A small number of Japanese Canadian families were able 
to return home to the West Coast. Among them were 
Thomas and Mary Kimoto (formerly of Tofino), whose 
family became woven into the life of the Ucluelet com-
munity. 

Mary Kimoto devoted decades to preserving the history 

of Ucluelet’s Japanese Canadian community, serving as a 
founding member of the UAHS and continuing her work 
until her 100th birthday. Her vision inspired countless vol-
unteers and supporters and ultimately helped make this 
pavilion possible, notes the UAHS.

“I felt like Mary Kimoto was here in spirit,” said Shirley. 
“She would have been so proud of Katsumi, her grand-
son, who was the master of ceremonies.” 

Moberg says the pavilion is turning a really sad experience 
that her family went through into something positive.

“This was not something that was taught to me when 
I went to school. Beyond not really learning of residen-
tial schools and the Sixties Scoop, we also never learned 
about what happened to Japanese Canadians,” said 
Moberg.

“They were just people trying to raise their family and 
work in a community and be part of a community. They 
weren’t guilty about having actually committed any sort 
of crime,” she said.

Made with trees from Barkley Community Forest

Master craftsman Jason Sarri constructed the pavilion us-
ing traditional Japanese timber joinery techniques. 

The project attracted international attention, with TV 
Tokyo documenting the project over several years and 
filming the official opening ceremony for broadcast to 
millions of viewers in Japan.

Sarri says the project began with choosing trees from the 
Barkley Community Forest. 

“With each tree harvested, I performed the Shintō ritual 
of grafting the tree tip back into its stump,” Sarri said.

The log beams were shaped and smoothed with an an-
cient Japanese hand adze called a “chona”. 

“Nowadays, it is often used for an aesthetic purpose of 
texturing,” Sarri shared.

Following the ribbon cutting ceremony at the pavilion, 
Japanese Taiko drummers led the crowd of over 200 down 
to Ucluelet’s village green to continue the celebrations.
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Welcome to Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government Robin Gannett!

New Staff Highlights

Robin Gannett is very excited to be joining Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ 
Government’s Department of ʕatinkinʔaała (Intergov-
ernmental Affairs) as a Policy and Intergovernmental 
Affairs Analyst.

Born and raised on Treaty 6 and Métis territory in Ed-
monton, Robin has called Vancouver Island home for 
the past 12 years. She holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Geography and Environmental Studies from the Uni-
versity of Victoria and has a background in land and re-
source management, environmental assessment, and 
intergovernmental coordination. 

After graduating, Robin spent several years working in 
the geospatial sector with Terra Remote Sensing Inc., 
collecting and analyzing remote sensing data for large-
scale environmental, energy, and transportation proj-
ects across North America. Most recently, in her posi-
tion as a Referrals Coordinator for SȾÁUTW̱ First Nation, 
Robin managed intergovernmental engagements with 
Indigenous governments, Crown agencies, and propo-
nents on a variety of land and water projects, work-
ing on complex environmental assessments, legislative 
and regulatory amendments, and policy proposals.

Robin looks forward to bringing this experience into 
her new role to support Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government in 
advancing its rights, interests, and priorities through-
out consultation and engagement processes.

When not working, Robin can usually be found outside 
either hiking, surfing, snorkelling, or rock climbing.
Please don’t hesitate to connect with Robin via email 
(robin.gannett@ufn.ca) or to say hello if you see her in 
person at any community events.

Robin Gannett is Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government’s new Policy & Intergovern-
mental Affairs Analyst. Photo submitted by: Robin Gannett
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CLAYOQUOT BIOSPHERE TRUST

NEIGHBOURHOOD SMALL GRANTS

READ OUR ANNUAL REPORT

The CBT staff and board are excited to share our 2025 Annual
Report, highlighting CBT grants, programs, and learnings. 

We would like to express our gratitude to all communities,
grantees, and donors with whom we collaborate; as a UNESCO
biosphere region and community foundation, none of what we
do would be possible without your continued support. 

We also extend thanks to our volunteers for their time and
dedication.

Read it now by scanning the QR Code below. 

In recognition of the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation,
students from Ucluelet Secondary School are creating a series
of projects celebrating culture, language, health, and well-
being.

While previous years focused on themes of Truth and Honour,
this year's theme, The Way Forward, highlights hope,
resilience, and community wellness. Their work will be
showcased alongside the Legacy of Hope Foundation's “How to
Be an Ally” exhibit. 

�� Wednesday, September 30th | 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
��Ucluelet Secondary School

TRUTH, HONOUR & THE WAY FORWARD

The Fall Neighbourhood Small Grants cycle is now open! Apply
for up to $600 to bring your idea to life. While this season's
theme is culture, we welcome a wide range of projects and
don't want the theme to limit your creativity.

Key Dates:

✅Applications open: September 15
✅Applications close: October 30

Looking for inspiration? This spring, 26 Neighbourhood Small
Grants empowered residents across the region, helping build
more vibrant, connected, and inclusive communities. 

Apply Now! Read More!

Read about their projects
through the QR Code on
the right. To learn more
and apply, scan the QR
Code on the left. 

We invite you to join us as we honour the
journey of healing and reconciliation,
beyond a single day.

Learn More!

Read More!
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October 2026 
  

Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

   1 2 3 4 

   Children’s health & 
Development Group 

Nursing support  
(PCI)  

Physiotherapy    

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Mental health – 
Cathy K. (PCI) 

Massage Therapy  
AA meeting  

 Nursing support  
(PCI) 

Physiotherapy   

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Mental health – 
Cathy K. (PCI) 

Dr. Blewett Returns  
Community Soup  

AA Meeting  

Elders’ Lunch at Tin-
wis 

Nursing support  
(PCI) 

Physiotherapy   

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Mental health – 
Cathy K. (PCI) 

Optometry Clinic  

Dr Blewett | 
Massage Therapy | 
Drumming Circle | 

AA meeting  

 Claims Helpers for 
Child & family 

services | Nurse 
support (PCI)  

Physiotherapy 
Claims Helpers for 

Child & family 
services  

  

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Mental health – 
Cathy K. (PCI) 

Dr. Blewett | 
Community soup | 

AA meeting 

 Sexual Health 
Clinic(with PCI)  

Physiotherapy   

       

       

    

 
Department of Health and Social Services  
ʔuuy̓ałuk̓ʷičʔaała (always looking after each other) 
Mailing: Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government - Ucluelet First Nation . PO Box 699 . Ucluelet . BC . 
V0R 3A0     
Physical : Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government - Ucluelet First Nation . Cixʷatin Centre . 700 Wya 
Road . Hitacu . BC . V0R 3A0     
 

 
Medical Office Assistant,  
Phone : 250 726 7343  
Email : moa@ufn.ca 
Patient Travel : mpt@ufn.ca 
Outreach: Kimberly.touchie@ufn.ca 
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hiłstiis hupiiʔuł YG Services 
September 2026 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
Sunday 

1 2 3 4 5
 Office Closed  
      
      
      
     6
      
      
      
      

7 8 9 10 11 12
Labour Day  Health Community Kimberly Touchie   

Offices Closed  Engagement Dinner Outreach Support   
  5:00pm – 7:30pm Coordinator   
   10:00am – 2:00pm   
     13
      
      
      

Counselling with Amber Severinson Available by app’t. Mon - Fri (pls contact Satellite Office)  
14 15 16 17 18 19

Jennifer Touchie  Nicole Burtini Language Classes Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Day Weekend 
Educations Services  Social Worker with maḥima September 18-20 – All events in hitacu̓ 

Manager   6:30pm to 8:30pm   
9:00am – 12:00pm      

Culture Night!     20
5:00pm to 7:30pm      

      
      
      

21 22 23 24 25 26
YG Day  Private hall rental  Youth Language  

Offices Closed  11:00am – 3:00pm  Class with maḥima  
    6:30pm to 8:00pm  
      
     27
      
      
      
      

28 29 30
  National Day for    
  Truth & Reconciliation    
  Offices Closed    
      
     
      
      
      
      

*Services offered during regular operating hours of the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government Satellite hours, 9:00am to 2:00pm and by appointment from 
2:00pm to 4:00pm, unless otherwise noted. Operating on the territory of the Tseshaht First Nation & Hupača̓sʔatḥ First Nation. 


